Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 5, 2012
2:30 pm, Dean’s Conference Room
Present:  Dean D. Hayhurst; Drs. M. Mehrabadi, L. Tummala, and K. Walsh; Mr. L. Hinkle; and Ms. D. David
Absent: 
Dr. R. German 
1. Associated Students: Matt Cecil, Vice President of the Associated Students (“AS”), attended the meeting to inform the members of their functions on campus and offer their support for engineering students. AS controls $22 million per year which is acquired through student fees and the management of 7 facilities on- and off-campus, including Viejas Arena and Peterson Gym; all monies they collect in a year are spent on student programs, grants and scholarships. They have 90 full-time staff and 1200 part-time. Their focus is on shared governance, providing funding for student clubs, etc. The AS website is www.as.sdsu.edu and Matt can be reached via email at mcecil@mail.sdsu.edu.
2. Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 2:55 pm
3. Approval of Minutes: The Minutes of the August 15, 2012 Executive Committee meeting were approved.

4. SDSU Entrepreneur Society Reach-Out:  It was determined that the College should seek more student engagement for this initiative, especially among capstone course students with a critical eye for the business potential in their projects.

5. Fall Classes/Overflow Issues:  The unusually large number of Open University students registering for classes this semester and the unavailability of larger (above 80) classrooms were discussed. Dr. Walsh noted the possibility of simulcast classes or web conferencing for the overflow of students; the catalog must first note that a class may be “blended” but this could occur as soon as next semester. James Frazee, Director of Instructional Technology Services, will be invited to a future meeting to discuss this option with the group. 
6. Instructional Equipment Replacement Allocation:  A memo delineating the College’s allotment of these funds was sent by Academic Affairs today. The College of Sciences is receiving the largest percentage (25.6%) of these funds with 23.6% coming to the College of Engineering. 
7. College Committees:  The Chairs were asked to forward information on newly elected/ appointed College committee members to Ms. David stressing shared governance and indicating that he wanted to meet with each committee early in the semester. 
8. Honorary PhD Nominees: CSU has asked the University to recommend nominees for honorary PhDs by mid-October. The Dean encouraged naming at least one from the College.
9. Informational Faculty Meetings: Beginning with the first week in October, the Dean intends to hold monthly Informational Faculty Meetings. The Chairs were asked to provide Ms. David with their Department meeting schedules for the semester so a suitable time can be found.
10. Zahn Center Director Position: Rich Kerr accepted a position with a cyber security company to head a large project and therefore resigned as acting director of the Zahn Center; September 14 will be his last day. Efforts are in the works to find an interim and a permanent director to replace him.
11. Status of Searches: It was noted that (a) CCEE’s water resources faculty search is moving along; (b) Department search committees have been formed for the open positions; ads have been approved; and the print ads should be public within the next 2 months; and (c) the previous search for a director for the ERC is still active; the search committee for that position is meeting to identify finalists out of the 40 applications received. Discussion ensued on who pays for the required print ads, the interview process and start-up equipment for new hires.
12. Graduate Program Review: Dr. German sent an email outlining due dates for information from the Chairs and his responsibilities on the write-up for submission of the final reports to the Graduate Division by October 8; that formal deadline is October 15. The Dean indicated he would request copies of the previous reviews from Dr. Prislin for the Chairs.
13. ADC Issues: Open University numbers are up significantly this semester. The Provost intends to advise transfer students that if they follow the MAPP (Major Academic Plan Program), they will be guaranteed to get the classes they need when they need them.
14. Roundtable: 
· Mr. Hinkle reported a larger than ever number of parental interfaces this semester.
· Dr. Walsh noted that he’d attended a Senate meeting where he learned that Dr. Julio Valdez was named Chair of the Senate and that the Strategic Planning Committee members were named. He also noted a new legislative mandate (SB1440) to accept all 60 community college credits (+ 60 at the university level) for students to graduate but it was noted that this does not apply to engineering.

· Ms. David noted the need for a password to update ABET contact information and was asked to request a new one.
The meeting adjourned at 4:02 pm.
Submitted by Diane David September 7, 2012
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