Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, March 7, 2012
3:30pm, Dean’s Conference Room
Present: Dean D. Hayhurst, Drs. R. German, M. Mehrabadi, L. Tummala, J. Valdes, Mr. D. Irwin and Ms. D. David 
Absent: Mr. L. Hinkle
1. Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 3:38 pm.
2. Approval of Minutes: Approval of the Minutes of the February 15, 2012 Executive Committee was tabled.

3. AESC Banquet: Laura Byrd, student president of the AESC, invited the group to the April 20 end-of-year banquet at 6pm at the Alumni Center featuring an Order of the Engineer ceremony and Council recognition of outstanding organizations and of one outstanding student per Department highlighting the accomplishments of each. She requested feedback on last year’s event and indicated the importance to the students of faculty attendance. 
4. Projected 2012-2013 Budgets: The Governor’s budget has a $200 million trigger for CSU if certain targets are not met. CSU assumes these targets will not be met so the following year’s budget will reflect this. SDSU assumes their budget-cut measures will work over the next 3 years. The CoEngr expects next year’s budget reduction to be $110k.
5. Website Accessibility: The Dean distributed a handout showing the failure of accessibility (per ADA guidelines) of all CoEngr Department and program websites which were created using the $3k University template purchased from Marketing and Communications. He indicated that (a) obsolete websites need to be deleted and (2) full reports need to be obtained (via http://access.sdsu.edu) so problems can be corrected through MarComm.
6. ERC Position Search Status: Thus far four candidates have come to campus for interviews; the fifth had a family emergency so had to postpone his visit. It was suggested that the top two candidates be invited back for more in-depth meetings with faculty.
7. Executive Committee Meeting Continuation: It was decided to table items 6 through 9 of the meeting agenda until Friday at 2pm when the Committee will reconvene.
8. Graduate Program Review: Dr. German indicated that he has already amassed numerous statistics for this process and proposed the first week of November to begin meetings. He indicated that he still needs eight names from the Chairs to submit as proposed external reviewers; these proposed reviewers should be “generalists” since all of the College’s programs are being reviewed together. There will ultimately be three external and one internal reviewers in total.
9. SDSU 2012 Student Research Symposium: It was noted that supplies have been ordered and students need access to CCEE’s plotter/printer to prepare their posters for this weekend’s event. The Dean asked Dr. Valdes to be sure this equipment was made available to them. Donovan Geiger will spearhead poster preparation.
10. CoEngr FACTS-at-a-Glance: The Dean requested that each Chair report updates to this publication in two weeks at the next regular meeting of the Executive Committee.
11. Explore SDSU: Dr. German provided a handout on this March 17 event; it was noted that the big focus seemed to be in the STEM area.
12. Zahn Center Grand Opening: Dean Hayhurst indicated that the mayor and several other local politicos will speak at this event whose attendance is full. In some cases even family members of students will be attending the event.

13. Monty Alumni Awards: The College’s awardee is Rich Kerr. Two tables are being purchased for the event.
14. Boeing 787 Dreamliner Tour: The Dean noted that he, the Chairs and all AE faculty have been invited to this March 12 event which coincides with the next College All-Faculty Meeting. It was decided to reschedule the faculty meeting for March 14 instead.
15. Roundtable: Dr. Valdes asked for clarification on the documentation required for one of the items tabled until Friday’s continuation meeting (i.e., proposed new faculty positions). He believes the Provost’s committee on this will include the Chairs of Senate committees.
The meeting adjourned at 5:12pm.
Submitted by Diane David, March 8, 2012
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