Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

Wednesday October 5, 2011
2:00pm, Dean’s Conference Room
Present: Dean D. Hayhurst, Drs. M. Mehrabadi, L. Tummala, Mr. L. Hinkle and 
Ms. D. David
Absent: Drs. R. German and K. Walsh
Dean Hayhurst called the meeting to order at 2:10pm.  
1. Approval of Minutes: The Minutes of the September 21, 2011 Executive Committee meeting were corrected and approved.
2. WEAVE: The members discussed appointing a College WEAVE representative; it was suggested that Dr. Chris Paolini fill the position. After discussion however, it was decided that, though the inputting of data into the WEAVE system would initially be time-consuming for the Chairs, no such representative support would likely be necessary because of Engineering’s already vast ABET experience with learning objectives versus outcomes, etc.
3. Staff Development Allocation: Dr. Hirshman’s allocation of $6k for staff professional development was reiterated by the Dean who will invite Engineering’s 17-20 staff members to submit requests for funds to their Chairs for approval. Chairs should forward approved requests to the Dean’s office.
4. ADC Updates: The Dean noted that 
a. SDSU continuation rates are exceptional, almost 90% from freshman to sophomore year with students of color at 87.5% which pretty much erases the previous achievement gap between those groups. Enrollment targets have been met. 
b. Drs. Nancy Marlin, Michael Cunningham and Alan Sweedler visited a Turkish university to foster joint relations.
c. The Dalai Lama will be at Viejas Arena April 18 and 19.
5. Roundtable:

· Mr. Hinkle noted a disappointing turnout (6) for the first Zahn Center lecture and distributed copies of a flyer for the next one. Discussion ensued on how to improve the flyer to grab students’ attention and how best to quickly reach Engineering students electronically. Mr. Hinkle indicated that he has a Blackboard database for all Engineering students but that it is cumbersome and time-consuming to break the list out by Department. The Dean suggested a Facebook page for Engineering. Dr. Mehrabadi noted that he’s collected contact information for ME graduating classes since 2007 via SDSU’s Mailman.
Mr. Hinkle further noted that Explore SDSU will occur on Saturday, March 17 from 9am to 2pm and that he needs paperwork submitted for it by October 28; that veterans who previously had 2 years of priority registration at California institutions were recently granted 4 years instead by the passage of a new bill; and that for the fred harris Teach Excellent Scholarship, a requirement is that student applicants must first apply for financial aid and pre-Engineering students are not eligible. 
· Dr. Tummala noted that Rich Kerr was invited to speak at an upcoming IEEE seminar; that he put a request in to Radmila Prislin to allow Spring admissions for graduate students and was told it could not happen before Spring 2013; and that he is proposing a new defense conversion certificate program due to the large number of veterans anticipated. 
· The Dean noted that he’d met with Admiral Brady from SPAWAR who indicated that the Navy is downsizing, including on high-end people now. He noted the formation of a 5-person Advisory Board (to include Pettit, Kohlheim, Geier, Neville and Admiral Slagh).
The meeting adjourned at 4:09pm.
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