Executive Committee Meeting Minutes

Wednesday September 21, 2011
2:00pm, Dean’s Conference Room
Present: Dean D. Hayhurst, Drs. R. German, M. Mehrabadi, L. Tummala and K. Walsh, Mr. L. Hinkle and Ms. D. David
Dean Hayhurst called the meeting to order at 2:04pm.  
1. Guest Presentation: The Dean introduced Dr. Christopher Frost, Associate Dean of Undergraduate Studies, who gave a presentation to the Committee on the WEAVE system, software newly acquired by SDSU for use in tracking, assessing, coordinating and creating reports on course outcomes. Also present was Susan Levy of ENS, who is serving as SDSU’s WEAVE Administrator. She demonstrated use of the program; showed how it operates similarly to MS Word, further demonstrated its great capacity to produce a large variety of reports and its ability to help faculty understand assessment better. 
It was agreed that use of this software would be very beneficial, especially in streamlining the variety of assessments currently being performed, such as ABET. Discussion ensued on the need to identify a College WEAVE representative who would receive release time for so doing; the matter was tabled until the next Executive Committee meeting.
Dr. Frost asked if Mr. Hinkle might serve on the Undergraduate Council in place of Dr. Impelluso who is on Sabbatical and that he would initiate the action for this to occur.
2. Approval of Minutes: The Minutes of the September 7, 2011 Executive Committee meeting were corrected and approved. 
3. Zahn Center for Engineering Innovations: The Dean distributed copies of the flyer for the Zahn Center’s first AESC-sponsored “Lunchbox Lecture” to be held on 9/28, encouraging members to get the word out to students, especially senior design students about this program designed to create businesses from student research/projects. It is hoped that eventually there will be a student competition featuring a $25k prize for the winning business.
The Dean asked that time be set aside to discuss how the Committee thinks the Center should operate and interface with the College, e.g. making it a student initiative, whether it should be a center v. an institute, etc.
4. Areas of Distinction: The Dean reiterated our need to update our CoEngr Fact Sheet and Ms. David was asked to forward electronic copies of the latest Fact Sheet to the members.
5. Expert Directory Profile: Members were reminded about this directory which is accessible online at SDSU’s website; questions about it should be referred to Greg Block. 
6. President’s Meeting with Depts.: It was noted that only ME was able to schedule a meeting with President Hirshman for this semester. He will likely meet with the other Departments during the Spring semester. Briefing items requested by the President were areas/points of distinction, challenges and things the department is most proud.
7. Updates from ADC: 
a. President Hirshman is concerned about professional development for faculty and staff and intends to continue funding research initiation grants for faculty and also to initiate continuing education support for professional staff.

b. The Provost is trying to create 3 new tenured/tenure-track faculty positions for the university which will include (1) a high-impact research scholar who can cover their own salary with grants; (2) one faculty in an emerging area; and (3) one faculty in extended studies. An application for an “emerging area” faculty was submitted for our sensorimotor neural engineering initiative.
8. Roundtable:

· Mr. Hinkle noted that all $18k of IRA funds plus an additional $1,144 have been dispersed and are being monitored and that this activity is no longer handled on the University level but rather on the College level; all such funds must be spent by May’12. He also noted that for the CoEngr students (a) who started in Fall ’10 had a continuance rate of 95.8% to Spring ’11 and the probation rate for that same population was 10.9% and (b) who started in Spring ’11 had a continuance rate of 90.9% to Fall ’11 and the probation rate for that same population was 16.7%. 
The meeting adjourned at 4:09pm.
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