 Executive Committee Meeting
Minutes

Tuesday, February 8, 2011
2:00 pm, Dean’s Conference Room, E-203
Present: Dean D. Hayhurst,  Drs. E. Beighley, R. German, M. Mehrabadi, A. Plotkin & L. Tummala, Mr. L. Hinkle, Ms. C. McClain
Dean Hayhurst called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm.  
1. Guest:  Dean Stanly Maloy, College of Sciences - Science and Engineering Sampler:   Dean Maloy provided history and background on the community-based event called Science Festival.  The College of Sciences has, for several years, hosted an event on campus to kick-off the San Diego Science Festival called Science Sampler.  By chance it is held on the same day as Explore SDSU Day.  This year it is being expanded to Science and Engineering Sampler; Dean Maloy provided handouts on the event.  The Science Sample has, in the past, brought thousands of additional people to campus on Explore SDSU day, with the goal of educating the public about the importance of science and making prospective students more aware of SDSU as an educational destination.   This year the College of Sciences will host 26 different demonstration/workshops for children to adults.  Some engineering faculty have been contacted by representatives from Sciences about participating in the Science and Engineering Sampler. The group discussed engineering’s participation; Mr. Hinkle suggested that we identify 4-5 key demonstrations (one from each department) to be promoted as part of the Sampler.  The group discussed options and logistics.  
2. Guest:  Dr. Patricia Huckle - Fulbright Scholarships:  Dr. Huckle gave a thorough review of Fulbright Scholarship opportunities for both faculty and students, and provided a handout to the committee with additional information. The goal of Fulbright Grants is to foster cross-cultural communication.  On average, three to four faculty Fulbright awards go to SDSU faculty per year.  The program for faculty is increasing, especially in Asia.  Duration can be for one semester or for a year, and there is also a short-term option.  Student Fulbright awards are prestigious and competitive.  Application requires significant preparation.  The best role for faculty is to help with and encourage proposal creation.  The program and strategies for engaging engineering students were discussed.
3. Approval of Minutes from the January 19, 2011 meeting:  Minutes from the January 19, 2011 meeting were unanimously approved with correction (moved by Mr. Hinkle and seconded by Dr. Tummala).  
4. Explore SDSU Day Follow-up, L. Hinkle:  This year’s event will be 9 am – 1 pm on Sat March 19.  Mr. Hinkle provided a hand-out with last year’s scheduled activities and request that the group review and make suggestions for changes and improvements.  The committee discussed suggestion based on experiences last year, and some options for the Science and Engineering Sampler component.
5. Faculty Monty Award:  Possible nominees for the Faculty Monty award were discussed.
6. Budget Update:  The budget picture for the State and the CSU is still evolving; Dean Hayhurst provided the group with a recap of the CSU’s status.  Based upon the announced $500 mil. reduction to the CSU,  the College of Engineering’s proposed reduction is $433K.  The Dean provided several handouts with details of the College’s financial status.  The fact that our enrollment has been growing has put us in a significantly better place than some Colleges due to enrollment growth funds.  The committee discussed strategies for managing the expected budget reduction.
7. Student Success Fee:   Students in the Colleges of Engineering, Sciences and Business have indicated significant support for a Student Success Fee, and these Colleges are moving ahead with a vote on the Fee on March 9-10.  A voter’s pamphlet has been produced, and the College leadership will soon be in front of student classes and organizations with a PowerPoint presentation.  It is important the faculty and staff understand the origin and importance of the fee and are able to respond knowledgably to student questions.  The Dean will give presentations to both faculty and staff at separate meetings this week.  There was discussion as to whether graduate students should pay the fee; it has already been decided that they are included.  This prompted a lengthy discussion of the impact of the transcript evaluation fee on graduate applications. 
8. Faculty Activity Reports:  The Dean reminded the chairs that it is time to solicit faculty activity reports from faculty (done on a calendar year basis).  Dr. German sent a reminder previously; all are aware.
9. Faculty Searches:  Dr. Tummala reported that ECE is expected to have candidates to campus for interviews in mid-March.  In CCEE, Dr. Beighley said that an offer has been made and accepted to fill the Leonhard Chair in Environmental Engineering.  For the Construction position, the committee has identified candidates for interviews, which should take place this month.
10. Student Research Symposium:  The group was reminded that the Student Research Symposium is coming up March 4-5.  The Dean asked that chairs encourage faculty to participate as judges at the event.
11. ADC Updates:   All information from ADC was previously presented to the group.
12. Roundtable:
· Mr. Hinkle – reminded the group to offer support to students on the disqualified list, and again offered his assistance.
Mr. Hinkle moved, Dr. Tummala seconded and the committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 3:40 pm.

Submitted by Cindi McClain, February 17, 2011.
-2-

