 Executive Committee Meeting
Minutes
Wednesday May 5, 2010
2:00 pm, Dean’s Conference Room, E-203


Present: Dean D. Hayhurst, Drs. E. Beighley, R. German, M. Mehrabadi, A. Plotkin, J. Supernak & L. Tummala, Mr. L. Hinkle, Mr. D. Irwin, Ms. C. McClain 


Dean Hayhurst called the meeting to order at 2:02 pm.  
 
1. Guest:  Donovan Geiger re:  Commencement Update:  Mr. Geiger reported that preparations for Commencement on Sun. May 23 are nearly complete.  The joint ceremony with the College of Sciences at Viejas Arena will start at 1:00 pm; participants should arrive by 12:15 pm.  Engineering will then proceed to the Open Air Theater for the College’s name reading ceremony and at 2:30 pm.  The committee discussed options for seating the students and agreed to again seat students and call them to the stage by department.  The two College-level degrees – Master of Engineering and MS in Bioengineering – will be recognized separately.  Rehearsal is on Thurs. May 20 at 8 am for the Viejas portion. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes from the April 21, 2010 Meeting:  Minutes from the April 21, 2010 meeting were unanimously approved with correction (moved by Mr. Hinkle and seconded by Dr. Tummala).

3. Chair Position, Civil, Construction and Environmental Engineering:  Dean Hayhurst announced that, after serving as Department Chair for 18 years, Dr. Supernak has decided to resign the position and return to faculty.  He will remain chair until the beginning of the Fall semester.  Dr. Ed Beighley has agreed to serve as Interim Department Chair next year; the Provost is expected to allow a full search for the position (soliciting both internal and external candidates) next year.

4. Faculty Annual Activity Reports:  Each chair gave a status of the collection of reports in their departments.  With a few exceptions, most reports have been turned in.  Dr. German has reviewed the reports submitted and will give a summary of his findings at the Faculty Meeting tomorrow.  He suggested that chairs more carefully validate activities on the reports and noted that 1) numerous patents claimed on the reports are actually assigned elsewhere, representing a breach of protocol, 2)  there are cases where proposal submissions reported are not on the Research Foundation docket, 3)  a significant number of the papers listed are not valid for various reasons.  There was detailed discussion of these issues.

5. Faculty Meeting Thurs. May 6:  Dr. German will give a report on the allocation of research overhead, and on the faculty activity reports.  The committee did not suggest other additions to the agenda.  

6. Senior Design Day Fri. May 7:  All plans are in place for the joint ECE / ME Senior Design Day this Friday.  IEEE will do a BBQ.

7. Summer Session 2010:  The committee reviewed summer session status in each department.  

8. Update on Faculty/Staff and Student Lab Computer Workstation Allocations:  The committee discussed allocations from Academic Affairs to replace faculty/staff workstation and student lab workstation computers that are more than three years old.  Strategies to best use this allocation were reviewed.  The needs to replace aging computers and to provide computers to faculty with unique specifications were discussed.

9. 2010/11 Equipment and Instructional Equipment Replacement Lists:  Department equipment requests are due to the Dean’s Office by June 4 to allow time to merge and prioritize the list before is it submitted to Academic Affairs before the deadline of June 11.

10. IRA Status – L. Hinkle:  Mr. Hinkle reported on the status of the IRA request for 2010-11.  Requests from student organizations have been reviewed and a request for the College formulated.  It is hoped that our total allocation will increase this year, to recoup some of what was previously lost.

11. Scholarships – L. Hinkle:  Mr. Hinkle has reviewed all scholarship funds and all have been awarded that could be awarded.  One scholarship which requires the recipient be from a particular local high school was not awarded this year.

12. PSG Visit:  Dean Hayhurst explained that the Managing Trustee and other representatives from PSG Institute, a large private university in Coimbatore India, will be visiting SDSU next week.  Meetings in the College of Engineering are scheduled for Thurs. May 13.  General collaborations as well as two existing initiatives will be discussed: 1) the ECE MS degree with PSG to be offered as early as next Fall - Dr. Tummala is currently finishing the process of gaining WASC approval for the program, and 2) the study abroad experience for several SDSU students scheduled to take classes at PSG this summer.  PSG is also interested in collaborating on earthquake/ seismology research.  

13. ADC Updates:   Dean Hayhurst reported the following from the ADC meeting today:
  
a) University admissions status was shared earlier with the committee
b) An excellence fee is moving forward aggressively; SDSU students will travel to San Luis Obispo to talk with students there about their process. Engineering student leadership is active in this process.
c) Search committees are still sorting through applicants for the AVP for Faculty Affairs and Dean of Imperial Valley positions.  No decisions have been made.   

14. Roundtable:  
· Mr. Hinkle – reported the repairs to the Cam Center roof have been completed.
· Mr. Hinkle – stated that the end of the year banquet was a success, and encouraged broader participation next year.
· Dr. Plotkin – asked for guidance on the spring schedule.  Dean Hayhurst explained that we do not expect to have clarity on the budget situation until the fall; therefore planning should be based on assumption that funding will be flat and adjustments made later if necessary
· Dr. German – reminded the chairs of the importance of having equipment fund requests in on time to give the Dean’s Office time to create the consolidated list.
· Ms. McClain – reviewed logistics for the Faculty Meeting tomorrow.  The staff will join the faculty for lunch after the meeting.
· Dr. Supernak – announced that faculty from Nangarhar University arrived in Poland today where they will receive instruction for two years under our current grant.  We were unable to secure visas to have them come to the U.S.
· Mr. Irwin – informed the group that the video conferencing capabilities in the conference room are now fully operational allowing many parties to conference together.  Our system is also fully connected through the CSU system.

Dr. Supernak moved, Dr. Plotkin seconded and the committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 4:04 pm.

Submitted by Cindi McClain, May 18, 2010.
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