 Executive Committee Meeting
Minutes
Wednesday April 7, 2010
1:00 pm, Dean’s Conference Room, E-203


Present: Dean D. Hayhurst, Drs. M. Mehrabadi, A. Plotkin, J. Supernak & L. Tummala, Mr. L. Hinkle, Ms. C. McClain 


Dean Hayhurst called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm.  
 
1. GUEST – Natacia Cordle, Veterans Success Counselor, Dept. of Veterans Affairs:  Through a pilot program with the Veterans Administration, Ms. Cordle has an office on campus.  Her role is to provide needed assistance to active duty and veteran students at SDSU.  SDSU was selected for this pilot, along with the University of South Florida and Cleveland State, because of the large number of veterans on our campus.  934 active duty and veteran service members are reported to be on campus for Spring 2010; a disproportionate number are engineering majors – 175.  Ms. Cordle wants to be sure Engineering faculty and personnel are aware of her presence and services.  She can be called upon for any veteran needs, including assistance with campus issues, and internship and job placement.  She provided details on a career fair for veterans being planned for May 4.  Mr. Hinkle will be the point of contact to distribute information on this event to the College.  

2. Approval of Minutes from the March 17, 2010 Meeting:  Minutes from the March 17, 2010 meeting were unanimously approved with correction (moved by Mr. Hinkle and seconded by Dr. Supernak).

3. Correction to Previously Approved Minutes from March 10, 2010 Meeting:  Dr. Tummala moved, Dr. Supernak seconded and the committee unanimously approved a motion to correct the previously approved March 10, 2010 minutes. Item #3 - Impaction Standards - refers to an AP&P Committee recommendation.  The AP&P committee was not involved in working on these standards; the recommendation was made by the Curriculum Committee. The minutes will be so amended.

4. Faculty Activity Reports:  Each chair provided a status report on the receipt of Faculty Activity Reports from members of their departments.  With some exceptions, the chairs reported that most faculty are submitting the reports, which are now required by the newly passed College policy.   The Dean requested that copies of the Activity Reports be provided to the Dean’s Office.   Requests for assigned time should remain with the chair; copies are not required by the Dean’s Office. 

5. Faculty Meeting Thurs. April 8:  The agenda for the April 8 faculty meeting was discussed.  An important agenda item is a report on and discussion of overhead returned to the College by the Foundation.  It was agreed that the meeting will be postponed because  Dr. German has gathered significant information specific to our college’s position, but is currently travelling and therefore unable to attend the meeting.  The committee discussed the topic of overhead return briefly. The Dean is on a campus-wide committee tasked to review the Foundation’s calculation of overhead return.  

6. IRA Funding – L. Hinkle:  Mr. Hinkle reminded the committee that a report from each organization for spending for this year is due on Fri. 4/9.  He has worked with the student groups to assure accurate and timely reporting.  He has also received all requested input to make allocation requests for next year, and complimented the student leadership for their involvement in these processes.

7. Explore SDSU Day Review:  The Dean complimented all in the college for a successful, well-organized event.  Mr. Hinkle mentioned that he would like to encourage broader participation by faculty and staff next year.

8. Scholarships – L. Hinkle:  Mr. Hinkle reported on a scholarship opportunity where no qualified candidates applied.  Mr. Hinkle sends a general email to engineering students letting them know the university’s scholarship deadlines.  Options were discussed to assure that scholarship funds are fully and properly awarded in the future.

9. Honors and Awards Committee:  The committee discussed the need for the Honors and Awards committee to meet and review scholarship applications which have been pre-screened by Mr. Hinkle.  

10. ADC Updates:   Dean Hayhurst reported the following from the ADC meeting today:

a) The university is looking into moving its email services to a cloud computing platform, such as the platform offered by Google.  
b) The Kyoto Symposium Lecture on April 22 is on Blue LED Technology and should be of special interest to engineering faculty.  The chairs were asked to be sure faculty are aware of the lecture.
c) President Weber has discussed an excellence fee with the Chancellor.  While we have not yet received approval for SDSU to start the process to get an excellence fee adopted, discussions have been initiated.  
d) In light of the State Department Travel Warning to Mexico, CSU policy states that no students may go to Mexico on programs associated with the CSU, all existing programs must be suspended immediately  
e) The Imperial Valley campus was closed due to the earthquake on April 4 for one day (April 5) but is now fully operational.  

11. Roundtable:  
· Mr. Hinkle – commended students and advisors for hard work on both the ASCE concrete canoe project and the SAE formula car project. 
· Dr. Hayhurst – mentioned that Dr. Weihs, former Provost at Technion – Israel Institute of Technology, is a visiting scholar for the next several months and has expressed a willingness to mentor young faculty and students.  Dean Hayhurst suggested that the chairs contact him directly.

Dr. Tummala moved, Mr. Hinkle seconded and the committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 2:23 pm.

Submitted by Cindi McClain, April 15, 2010.
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