 Executive Committee Meeting
Minutes

Wednesday December 15 2010
3:00 pm, Dean’s Conference Room, E-203
Present: Dean D. Hayhurst,  Drs. R. German, M. Mehrabadi, A. Plotkin & L. Tummala, Mr. L. Hinkle, Ms. C. McClain
Dean Hayhurst called the meeting to order at 3:04 pm.  
1. Guests:  Dr. Sanford Ehrlich, Alex De Noble and Bernard Schroeder,  Entrepreneurial Management Center:  Collaborations on Senior Projects:  Also present as guest were senior project advisors from facutly, Mr. John Kennedy and Drs. Ken Walsh and Kee Moon.  The committee and guests engaged in a lengthy discussion regarding Business/Engineering collaborations in several possible areas: 1) senior design projects, 2) seminars in areas of common interest such as managing family owned businesses (such as in Construction), 3) offering business electives for engineering majors, and 4) courses that are jointly taught by Engineering and Business.  Dr. Ehrlich provided brief background and history of the Entrepreneurial Management Center. The group agreed there are exceptional synergies, as engineers develop actual products that business students need to bring to market.  It was also pointed out that such collaborations are common at other universities.  The committee and guests discussed intellectual property issues and numerous options for collaboration.  In summary it was agreed that 1) there is significant interest in collaboration on senior projects, 2) in some design courses there may be room for a series of lectures on a few key topics, 3) there should be further investigation on provided intense seminars/
lectures (non-credit) through the College of Extended Studies on topics such as running a family business, 4) a minor in business with an engineering degree should be investigated.
2. Guest:  Donovan Geiger, Commencement:  It was announced that, since President Weber is retiring at the end of this year, he has requested that the last commencement ceremony at which he officiates be for his own College, Arts and Letters.  To accomplish this, the College of Engineering’s ceremony will be changed from Sunday, to Friday May 20 at 4:00 pm.  The group agreed that this is acceptable.
3. Spring Enrollment:  The Dean handed out data on spring admissions that was provided at ADC, which was reviewed by the committee.  363 new students have been admitted into engineering; this is the first time for spring admissions in several years.  
4. Summer Online Courses:   The Dean also provided a hand out from ADC on courses being offered online this summer.

5. Guest:  Michael Bayliss, Fire Marshal Report:  The College has received a detailed report outlining status and required corrective action after a recent inspection by the fire marshal.  The issues in this report were discussed at length, and included the need for appropriate surge protectors, exposed wiring problems, cylinders not properly labeled and stored, room capacities not being properly observed, and fire doors being propped open.  Mr. Bayliss provided a handout which delegated necessary actions to departments.  Dean Hayhurst notes that we were not cited for issues in handling hazardous chemicals, and commended the chairs for this.  A re-inspection is expected in approximately two months; Mr. Bayliss will work with Dr. German on the College’s response.  
6. Recognition of Outstanding Faculty at Aztec Basketball Games:  Aztec Athletics plans to recognize SDSU faculty who have brought credit to the university through international, national, state, local and college honors at Aztec basketball games this season. A list of suggested honorees has been requested from each College.  Suggestions were made by the committee.
7. Excellence Fee Update:  Dean Hayhurst reported that students have been surveyed to measure their reaction to the Excellence Fee; results are not yet available.  It appears that some college will move ahead, some will not.  The next step will be to create a ballot initiative which translates the fee proposal into narrative text.  Dean Hayhurst suggested the Dr. German might assist with the narrative.

8. ADC Updates:   Information from ADC was shared with the committee in previous discussions. 
9. Roundtable:
· Dr. Tummala – discussed possible improvements to the process for selecting the outstanding faculty member at the end of the AY.
· Mr. Hinkle – provided clarification of when pre-engineering impaction criteria will be in effect.  Only students admitted on or after Fall 2011 are evaluated by the criteria, even though current students have an admit status of pre-engineering.  These students will be advanced based on university criteria.
· Dr. German – reminded the group that equipment funds should be expended by Dec. 15.  He commended Darrell Irwin and Jacqueline Lane for their good work in making this process run as smoothly as possible.  There was a discussion of uses for funds not spent on approved items.
· Ms. McClain – reminded the group of the Deans Office/Executive Committee retirement lunch for Mr. Irwin on Dec. 17. 
Mr. Hinkle moved, Dr. Tummala seconded and the committee unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 5:03 pm.

Submitted by Cindi McClain, January 19, 2011.
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