San Diego State University

College of Engineering

Spring 2010 Faculty Meeting 
Thursday, May 6, 2010, 11:00 am
Room E-300
Faculty present: T. Alves, A. Ashrafi, A. Beyene,  S. Bhattacharjee, F. Buyuksonmez,  L. Demasi, T. Dowell, E. Engin, R. German, M. Gupta, f. harris, D. Hayhurst, T. Impelluso, S. Kumar, L. Lee, K. May-Newman, M. Mehrabadi, F. Miller, K. Moon, K. Morsi, S. Nagaraj, B. Narang, E. Olevsky, A. Plotkin, M. Sarkar, S. Seshagiri, S. Sharma, J. Supernak, L. Tummala, S. Venkataraman, K. Walsh, B. Westermo, T. Garcia, L. Hinkle
Faculty absent: Z. Bayasi, M. Gurol, J. Harris, G. Jacobs, S. Kassegne, J. Katz, R. Kline, P. Kolen, S. Kostic, L. Marino, C. Milberg, N. Nosseir, Y. Ozturk, M., M. Ponce, A. Szeto, J. Valdes
1.  Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 11:02AM in E-300

2.  Additions or deletions to the agenda: approved.

There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.
3.  Approval of the minutes of the December 3, 2009 Faculty Meeting

There was no approval of the minutes – the minutes from the 12/03/09 meeting were not available.
4.  Reports 

Standing Committees:

· Personnel (Tenure & Promotion) – E. Olevsky
Fourteen cases were considered; all cases were dealt with on schedule.  There is no pending business.  All deadlines were met.  Sabbatical applications were considered.  RTP results are not known at this time.  

· Academic Policy & Planning – M. Gupta
No issues were directed to the committee.  The Curriculum Committee recommended appropriate impaction standards. 
· Curriculum – K. May-Newman 

The Committee met six times; it considered twenty curriculum proposals. Of these, two were college-wide proposals in response to the ABET program concerns, to eliminate the anthropology option/course.

· Constitution & Bylaws – K. Morsi
The committee had previously been given the charge of looking into the possibility (pros/cons) of eliminating the Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Committee. This requires discussions/feedback from the departments and is still under consideration.   
Today, pending a quorum, the committee will introduce a motion for amendments to the policy file, which was previously discussed at the last All-faculty meeting and recently emailed to faculty.
· Honors & Awards – T. Impelluso
The committee met and acted on the following items:

· Pete and Beth Garcia Scholarship

· The first in his/her family to attend college Scholarship
· Daphne Fredrickson Memorial Endowed Scholarship
· Darrell P. Asquith Memorial Endowed Scholarship
· Cheng-Mo Sun Memorial Scholarship
· Engineering Faculty Memorial Scholarship
· Undergraduate Engineering Scholarship
· SDSU Distinguished Teaching Award

· Monty Alumni Award

· Northrup-Grumman Excellence in Teaching Award
· Intramural Grants Committee  – Z. Bayasi
No one present to discuss
· Computer Policy Committee – S. Bhattacharjee
The committee met informally.  It discussed pilot program of providing students a license to download curricular software.   The committee also raised the issue of faculty laptops.

Comment by the Dean:
First:  The College has been developing a strategy of employing cloud computing to enable student access to instructionally needed software.   Students would purchase a license key from the bookstore.  The key would enable access to instructional software on remote laptops.  This approach has been tested in EE department.  The performance of the system is now being assessed.  
Second:  There are new funds from the Provost’s Office to replace old computers.  The intent is to replace those computers that are more than three years.  Funds cannot be used to purchase software. 
Comment by Dr. Mehrabadi: Darrell Irwin will work with individual faculty to ensure faculty can purchase optimal machines.

Ad Hoc Committees:

· Joint Doctoral Program – E. Olevsky:
· There are currently 14 students in the program

· There are two steps left in expansion – Board and Chancellor – and all should proceed smoothly.

· One student is expected to graduate this summer: this leaves 13 continuing students 

· 8-9 are admitted for the Fall
· COE should expect 21-23 students this fall – fastest growing JDP at SDSU

· This number cannot be supported solely by the College of Engineering.

· JDP committee is now establishing a ranking procedure for students and faculty to distribute money; and these criteria were summarized in a report.
· A general question and answer session followed
5.  
Old Business


There is no old business.
6.
New Business

· Faculty Elections will be held  during the Fall-2010  Meeting
· Informational - Impaction / Admission Criteria – a recommendation has been forwarded to the University/CSU for action
7.
Forensic Business / General Discussion

Dr. German presented results of faculty research data.  Documentation was provided.
8.
Report by the Dean

· Budget.  The university is projecting a better-than-anticipated budget for the next academic year;  however, current state revenues are lagging and this is not a good sign.  There will be a May Revise of the state budget.  Due to June elections, no budget actions should be expected until after the elections.  Due to November elections, it is likely the budget will be passed in July or August.  We will not likely know anything until the fall semester begins.   

· Awards:
· Ken Walsh is the recipient of the Monty Award

· Fletcher Miller is the recipient of the Northrop Grumman Excellence in Teaching Award.

· Julio Valdez received the SDSU Senate Distinguished Teacher Award
· Kee Moon received the SDSU Top 25 award.

· Drs. Olevsky and Sarkar each received a President’s Leadership Award
· Outreach

· Dr. Westermo and Project Lead the Way now involves over 200 schools
· MESA program is growing.

· College is receiving money to assess using military training for academic credit:   Troops to Engineers.
· There is a program/proposal call for education of Wounded Warriors: a disabled student proposal.  Dean invited participants.
· Search/Faculty/Personnel
· The search for the Leonhard Chair in Civil Engineering is nearly complete – all candidates have been interviewed; a decision is pending.
· Dr. S. Supernak is stepping down as the Chair of Civil Engineering.
· Stig Johansson has retired.  
· COE will be assessing mechanical fabrication facilities to determine replacement needs.

· International program: 
· Pisa program continues to go well

· Krakow program will not happen this year

· Dr. Valdes will go to Panama to start a program

· Dr. Goron Lee is working on a program with Combinatore, India.  
· A new program is starting in France
· Excellence fee
The excellence fee proposal is moving along. Engineering students are participating in its development.  Students must pass this new fee themselves.  They are expected to have a vote in about a year.  $500 per semester fee is being proposed.

· Pending Strategic Plan

As California begins to come out of the recession, we hope to see more resources for the College over the next few years.  This is an excellent opportunity to review the College’s strategic objectives and to develop a new strategic plan.  Additionally, Dr. Weber will retire as president at the end of next year, and it is likely that by Fall 2011 there will be a new president.  A new president is expected to update the current University strategic plan.   There will be a retreat in the fall to discuss this.

· Final Comments

Dean extended appreciation and acknowledgement of a challenging academic year with regard to the budget issues.  The Wednesday after graduation is a Staff Appreciation Day barbecue and all faculty are invited and encouraged to attend and participate.
9.
Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15PM.
